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order of the 15th of March, 1870. The sentence in
question says : * I would add that, in case your present
occupation should sooner or later cease, you will be
granted an annuity of 1,200 thalers, on condition that
you still devote your literary activity to the support of
our policy, as you have done during recent yea^s.7

" The employment for which I was engaged here,
according to your Serene Highnesses verbal instructions
on my presentation to your Serene Highness on the
24th of February, 1870, ceased on the 1st of July, 1871,
and with it, gradually, everything in the way of duty
that was associated therewith. Notwithstanding this,
I have honestly endeavoured to make myself useful; but
I must confess to myself that these endeavours would
be more fruitful in a different position to that which I
now hold.

" In view of the circumstances, I ought perhaps to Lave
sent in the foregoing dutiful petition immediately after
the change which deprived me of the honour of direct
intercourse with your Serene Highness. Had I taken
such a step at that time, however, it might have been
misunderstood; and I moreover had still to inform my-
self fully as to the purport of the instruction to c support
our policy/ in order to avoid possible mistakes; and,
furthermore, I was anxious to be able to bequeath to
future generations a picture of your Serene Highnesses
life, painted not only with affection but also with know-
ledge. The latter has been for years past, and will
remain, my sole ambition. It will at the same time
afford me compensation for the loss of personal inter-
course with your Serene Highness to renew it more
actively in the spirit.

" Although during the three years which I have spent
here I have certainly not acquired nearly sufficient posi-